
CATHOLIC LIFE 

 

Our Lenten fundraising finished last week and the children, staff and parents, should be very proud of the 

fundraising you have all accomplished. We welcomed Lucy Davies from Father Hudson’s Society to speak to 

the children about the work Father Hudson’s do see page 4.  

 

We celebrated a beautiful end of Spring term/Lent Mass as a whole 

school this morning. Well done to all the children as your reverence, 

singing and responses were once again impressive.  

 

A word from Pope Francis … “May the Lord always give us hope for the 

future and the strength to keep going” .” 

E-Mail - postbox@st-francis-p.walsall.sch.uk  

www.st-francis-p.walsall.sch.uk 
12th April 2019 

Dear Parents/Guardians               12th April 2019 
The end of the Spring term has arrived and it’s been another jam packed term! We are so very proud of all that 
we have achieved together this term– including our recent OFSTED report. Some of our highlights are        
celebrated throughout this newsletter. Please make sure you keep an eye on the websites/twitter for updates 
and news about what our wonderful children are doing in school. I have included some dates for the Summer 
term on page 4 to give you a heads up of what is coming up. 
Anti-Knife Crime survey for Parents 
We have been asked by One Walsall (with support from Kids In Communication) to ask all parents to complete 
a very short anonymous survey about the use of knives across Walsall and how safe you and your family feel.  
We would appreciate your views which could potentially help to save a life. Please follow the link below to   
access the survey: https://forms.gle/RNEoVeTwPSKiX6Kz7 
Term dates 
All children return to school on Monday 29th April 2019. The date for the end of the Academic Year 2018-2019 
has also been moved to Friday 19th July 2019. Children will be finishing at 1:30pm.  
Staff News 
Congratulations to Mr Poole, our Caretaker, who has been offered a position as a family support worker and 
will start his new role after Easter. Although we are very sad to see him go, we wish him all the best in his new 
role. He has promised to keep in touch and we look forward to hearing about his new role.  
And finally… 
A personal thank you to all the wonderful staff, children and parents at St Francis. You have been a wonderful 
support over the past 8 months and I have appreciated all of the advice, thoughtfulness and lovely comments 
that have increased our excitement about welcoming Baby Cox into our family. This will be my last newsletter 
before I become a Mummy– I am hoping to be back for a short while after Easter but will be relenting a few of 
my duties into some other very capable hands. I will miss you all whilst on maternity leave but look forward to 
taking all the good practice I have learnt from all the marvellous mummies here at our school and putting them 
into my own practice at home! Both myself and Mr Cox look forward to sharing the news of our long-awaited 
arrival and ask if you could continue to keep us in your prayers! 
 
So, bye for now– take care of each other and please continue to support all the fabulous work that is done 
here at our wonderful school,                         
         Mrs Cox  (Deputy Headteacher) & Baby Cox 

http://www.st-francis-p.walsall.sch.uk


SPORTS NEWS- ‘It’s coming home!’ 

On Thursday 11th April, 7 children from Years 

3 and 4 represented our school and competed 

against 7 other schools at a Football Festival 

at St Thomas of  Canterbury. The team showed 

great spirit and determination as well as     

wonderful footballing ability and displayed our 

St Francis sporting behaviour and attitude. We 

are delighted to announce that the team 

brought ‘home’ our first shield for Y3 and Y4 

football after winning 5/7 games. We are so 

incredibly proud of you all and look forward to 

seeing what else you will achieve in the future. 

Well done to all the boys and girls who  

represented our school so well, thank you to 

the parents who provided transport & a special 

thanks to Mr Mulligan 

& Miss Peter’s who are 

going up for Sky 

Sports ‘Managers of 

the Month’! 

VALUES & VIRTUES 

Our Values and Virtues for this 

half term are ‘Eloquent and Truth-

ful’. All members of our St Francis 

Community are growing to be elo-

quent and Truthful in what we say 

of ourselves,  the relations between people and the 

World.  

If you witness your child living out these values and vir-

tues at home then please inform us via their planner. 

What’s been happening? 

We have a lot to celebrate!!! 

Mass Times over the Triduum and Easter 

Palm Sunday: Mass at 7pm Saturday 13th April & 11am on the 14th April 

Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper—7pm Good Friday: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion—3pm 

Good Friday: Stations of the Cross—7pm   Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil—7pm 

Easter Sunday: Mass at 11am  

Our pupils are happy, confident and 

eager to learn 

OFSTED March 2019 

Y5/6 Gardening Club 

The brighter days are creeping in and 

our gardeners have been able to do 

the nicer bits of gardening including planting 

vegetables such as garlic, tomatoes, onions and 

lettuce in the polytunnel and vegetable garden. 

They have also planted flowers to attract  

insects including bees and butterflies. The  

garden is starting to come alive. We are looking 

for donations of: watering cans, small gardening 

gloves, hand tools, trowels or forks, plastic forks 

& unwanted CDs (to protect our veg!)- can you 

help? 

Year 3 & 4 production: ‘Here Comes Jesus!’ 

What a treat we all had this week as Y3 & Y4 performed 

their Easter Production to the whole school and their  

parents. We have had wonderful feedback from children 

and parents including: 

“Absolutely Brilliant! Well done Year 3 & 4. The sing-
ing and acting was fantastic! What beautiful voices 
you all have! Made me cry as usual!” Oscar’s Mum. 

“Wow! What a joyous & uplifting celebration! Each 
and every pupil & member of 
staff should be proud of 
themselves! What a great 
way to kick start the Easter 
holidays!” Scarlett’s Mum. 

“Brilliant performance, full 
of great energy. Very well performed and has set the 
stage for a great Easter– thank you” Jaeden’s Mum. 

from the children’s perspective: 

“I loved performing and practising it. It’s the kind of 
play I wouldn’t want to stop. The best thing was that I 
got a main part!” Charlie. 

“I loved getting dressed up in our costumes and     
showing our parents our show” Oscar. 

“I almost cried it was so beautiful!” Olivia (Reception) 



Class with the best    

attendance so far this 

Academic Year is … 

Year 3! 

Well done Year 3!!! 

What’s your attendance grade? 
 

A = 100% Excellent            
B = 98%   Very good           
C = 95%   Good                   
D = 92%   Satisfactory        
E = 90%   Below Average  
F = 85%   Poor                             

Year % 

Nursery 89.9% 

Reception 96.3% 

1 96.3% 

2 95.60% 

3 97.3% 

4 93.4% 

5 96.6% 

6 96.% 

Whole school attendance 
5th Sept to 12th April 

2019 

Class Attendance  

8th April– 12th April 2019 

Year % 

Nursery 95.8% 

Reception 99.3% 

1 98.3% 

2 98.7% 

3 97.7% 

4 94.8% 

5 98.7% 

6 96.2% 

Congratulations to Reception 

with 99.3% Attendance this 

week!  

Whole School Attendance 

from 8th April—12th April 

2019 is 97.6% 

School Attendance from 5th  

Sept to 12th April 2019 is 95.8% 

 

The expectation is at least 96%. 

  
Please ensure your child attends school 

unless they are too unwell to do so.   

All children should be in class by 

SPREAD THE HAPPINESS 

The children have been very busy over the past 

few weeks spreading the happiness around school. 

We have had a range of Class Anthems including ‘Catchy Song’ from 

Lego Movie 2 and ‘Best Day of my life’ by Kidz bop kids playing to start 

the day off a little more cheerily! We have had Dough Disco’s, shout out 

boards going up in classrooms, children and staff learning how to ‘blow 

their own trumpet’ and classes planning exciting experiences including 

going on a treasure hunt, party games and making perfume using petals. 

After Easter it’ll be time to spread the happiness at home so please 

support your child in carrying out their ‘Spread the Happiness’ quests. 

Attendance letters:  

A letter was sent out last week explaining our new 

attendance traffic light system. This is merely a tool 

to make you, as parents, aware of your child’s attendance on a 

termly basis. If your child has moved into the yellow or red zone 

then please expect more conversations with members of staff. 

 

We have a real push on attendance and have changed a few things 

to enable us to reach our school target of 96%. Thank you to all 

the parents who are working with us to improve our school         

attendance– this was mentioned by our OFSTED visitor.  

 

Look out for your GREEN, YELLOW or RED letters over the  

coming week. 

Standards of behaviour are exemplary and relationships      

between adults and children are based on mutual respect. 

OFSTED March 2019 



And finally… 

The Governors and 

all the Staff at St. 

Francis Catholic   

Primary School wish you and your family a very  

happy and holy Easter and look forward to  

welcoming you back on  

Monday 29th April 2019. 

Lenten Fundraising 
CHARITY: Father Hudson’s Society 

Lucy Davies from Father Hudsons joined us on  
Monday where we presented her with a cheque for 
£72.90 raised by Y5 & Y6 for the roll the 10p 
event. They have raised a further £110.70 as part 
of the Copper Challenge– what a fabulous effort! 
 

Lucy shared with us a beautiful quote from Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta “What I can do, you cannot. 
What you can do, I cannot. But together we can do 
something beautiful for God” and through our  
fundraising throughout Lent, we have been able to 
do something beautiful; we have shown God working 
through our children & demonstrated what great 
things our young 
people here at 
St Francis can 
do and achieve. 

ACTS OF KINDNESS: 

A big THANK YOU to Max & Callum’s 

Nanny who donated a Ferrero Rocher 

rose bouquet towards our Easter raffle. It was 

very much appreciated- Thank you! 

Parents and carers are extremely      

supportive of the school. They very 

much appreciate the level of care and 

guidance that is given to their children 

as a matter of routine. 

OFSTED March 2019 

The Christian ethos of the school strongly 

underpins its values, which are evident 

across the school. 

OFSTED March 2019 

Dates for your Diary 

 Details for various events will 

be sent out to those involved. 

Please be aware that sometimes events may be  

cancelled or dates changed at short notice. We will 

endeavour to inform you asap. 

Monday 29th April 2019 

Return to school 

Monday 6th May 2019 

Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Monday 13th May to Thursday 16th May 2019  

SATs week for Year 6- 100% attendance is essential 

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st June 2019 

Half term holiday – School Closed 

Tuesday 4th June & Wednesday 5th June 2019 

Bikeability for Y5 & Y6 (more details to follow) 

Thursday 13th June 2019 

Transition workshop for Y6 parents at 2pm– details 

to follow 

Saturday 22nd June 2019 

First Holy Communion  

Wednesday 26th June 2019 

Walsall Catholic Athletics– details to follow 

Tuesday 9th July 2019 

Y5 & Y6 Summer production for parents at 2pm and 

5pm—details to follow 

Wednesday 10th July 2019 

EYFS Sports Day– details to follow 

Thursday 11th July 2019 

KS2 Sports Day am– details to follow 

KS1 Sports Day am– details to follow 

Wednesday 17th July 2019 

End of Year Reports out to parents 

Friday 19th July 2019 

Leavers Mass at 9:15am –all Parents welcome 

Last day of the Summer Term. School closes to   

pupils at 1:30pm, There will be no After School Club 

on this day. 

Dance Festival  

The St. Francis Dance Club performed 

their  Greatest Showman dance ‘This is 

me’ at the Walsall Town Hall. The  

children were fantastic– yet again and their  

behaviour exemplary. Well done to all involved!  
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