
CATHOLIC LIFE 

This week the children have been continuing their studies looking at Advent. Prayer bags have been 

sent home with an Advent theme and have received lovely feedback so far. Year 6 are continuing to 

prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation in January. We will be sending out letters regarding      

volunteers from Y3-5 to sing in the choir during the Confirmation Mass– please support if you can. We 

ask that you keep all the children in Years 6 in your thoughts and prayers in the weeks leading up to 

this wonderful celebration.  

Last week Mass was led by Years 5 & 1 and this weeks Mass was led by Years 3 & 4, who were also   

invited by Father Malcolm to stay for the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Children in all classes 

led the celebration of Mass beautiful and have helped us to continue with our preparations during    

Advent. Children in Years 4-6 were able to receive Confession as part of their preparations for the 

celebration of Christmas. Please see the back page for Christmas Mass times in Church. 

A word from Pope Francis … “Keep the faith. In this the second week of Advent, we ask for the grace to 

prepare ourselves with faith to celebrate Christmas” 

E-Mail - postbox@st-francis-p.walsall.sch.uk  
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14th December 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians                   14th December 2018 
We are fast approaching the Christmas holidays and entering the final weeks of the year 2018. Next week is very busy so 
please have a look at the events and as always, let us know if we can clarify any events or help in any way.  

Photographic Consent 

As you are aware, the school twitter account has been up and running for the past couple of weeks. Y6 parents were 

asked for feedback as the Twitter account enabled them to have snapshots of what the children were doing and they 

were extremely positive. Thank you to all the Y6 parents who completed and returned the evaluations! If you haven’t 

signed up or followed us on Twitter then please do- @LittleStFrancis. We also need written parental consent in order to 

post photographs of your child in our news tweets. A consent form was sent out to families were consent was not given at 

the beginning of the year. If you have reconsidered, then please complete and return the form asap. 

Hairstyles  
A number of children are coming into school with ‘extreme’ hairstyles. Please do not be offended if you are contacted 
regarding your child’s hairstyle. Staff & Governors are committed to ensuring that expectations regarding appearance are 
high and maintained. Please help us to ensure that these standards are adhered to by choosing appropriate hairstyles, as 
outlined on our school website, for your child/children. 

Production tickets 

Apologies to the parents who had a few problems purchasing tickets for the Christmas Productions. We have taken on 
board all of the comments made and will be adjusting arrangements for future events. Tickets will be sold in future directly 
from the school office but please understand that the allocated tickets per family are only available for a specified period 
of time, which you will be notified of via text, before they go on general sale.  

Term dates 

Just a reminder that children break up on Friday 21st December at 1:30pm—there will be no 
after-school club. All children return to school on Tuesday 8th January 2019.  
 
Thank you for your continued support,              
       
Mrs Cox  (Deputy Headteacher) 

Thought for the 
week  

Adjustments, under-
standing & living in 
the moment are the 

ingredients for having 
a good & happy life. 

http://www.st-francis-p.walsall.sch.uk


Whole school attendance 
10th-13th December 

Let’s make improved           

attendance a new years  

resolution! 

What’s your attendance grade? 
 

A = 100% Excellent            
B = 98%   Very good           
C = 95%   Good                   
D = 92%   Satisfactory        
E = 90%   Below Average  
F = 85%   Poor                             
E = 80%   Unacceptable     

Whole School Attendance from 

5th September—14th December is 

95.18% 

 

 

The expectation is at least 95%. 

  
Please ensure your child attends school 

unless they are too unwell to do so.   

All children should be in school by 

8.55am at the latest. 

Year % 

Nursery 89.03% 

Reception 95.89% 

1 95.25% 

2 94.50% 

3 97.07% 

4 92.93% 

5 96.05% 

6 95.78% 

Year % 

Nursery 86.84% 

Reception 93.27% 

1 94.17% 

2 96.48% 

3 96.09% 

4 96.88% 

5 100% 

6 96.67% 

Whole school attendance 
5 Sept to 13th December 

What’s been happening? 

We have a lot to celebrate!!! 
VALUES & VIRTUES 

Our Values and Virtues for this half term are   

‘Faith-filled and Hopeful’ – perfect at this time of 

year when we prepare for Advent and Christmas. 

Pupils, Families and staff at St Francis are growing 

to be: Faith-filled in our beliefs; and hopeful for the future.  

School Performance League Tables  
WOW! If you haven’t already seen, there are lots of smiley faces 

amongst the staff this morning as the DfE league tables were  

released yesterday.  The progress figures are taken from the 

KS2 SATs results 2018 and takes into account the progress the 

children have made on their journey through the school. These 

are then compared with other school in Walsall and Nationally. 

 

 

 

As a result of these progress figures, in Walsall, St Francis  

Catholic Primary School ranks  

1st for Reading 

10th for Maths 

15th for Writing (the top Catholic Walsall school!) 

 

Nationally, for reading, we ranked 41 out of 20.861 Primary 

Schools! 

 

Didn’t we do well? 

A result of lots of hard work from both the children and all the 

staff at our school. If you happen to know or see any past pupils, 

make sure you congratulate them too! 

 



Christmas Fayre 
Our Christmas Fayre is 

taking place on         

Thursday 20th         

December 2018 from 3:30pm-5pm. Thank you 

for all the contributions you have made to the 

chocolate and bottle stalls. The PTA have 

been working tirelessly behind the scenes to 

ensure this is a successful event. Please         

support if you can.  

 
Please continue to support our PTA who work so 

hard to raise money for our children. If you are 

interested in joining the PTA, or would like more 

information, then leave 

your name and telephone 

number at the school   

office and Mrs J. Moseley 

will be in touch.  

ACTS OF KINDNESS THIS WEEK: 

*A big THANK YOU to Brogan (Y1) who 

stepped in to cover for an absent child   

during their play rehearsals and without a 

fuss, graciously gave the part back when 

the child returned. What a great role    

model! :-)   

Fundraising this half term 
Fundraising this half term has helped          

contribute to the Christmas Fayre and to 

school fund.  

 

School Fund is £5 per family and is used to 

buy resources that the budget does not cover 

as well as funding experiences e.g. theatre 

groups and transport to events e.g. Walsall 

Catholic Cluster Christmas Carol Service,  

Walsall Catholic Cluster Vocation Mass,     

Athletics etc. We rely on Parent support     

regarding school fund, so if you haven’t       

already contributed, please seriously consider 

doing so. All money goes towards enhancing 

your child/children’s education and              

experiences during the academic year here at 

St. Francis. 

 

 

 

 

Friends of High Heath 
Our children were asked to design and make 

Christmas decorations to be displayed at 

the Friends of High Heath Christmas Fayre 

on Saturday 8th December 2018. The    

decorations were judged by a panel and they 

were extremely impressed! This week, one 

of our Governors, Cllr Lorna Rattigan,    

visited school to give out the prizes to the 

worthy winners. Congratulations to Lux 

(Nursery), Leandro (Rec), Jessica (Y3) & 

Ellie (Y4) and thank you to Cllr Rattigan for 

taking the time to come and visit and     

deliver the prizes! 

The Daily Mile 

In total, this half term, we have 

run 4,415 miles 

Which is an equivalent of running from  

St Francis Catholic Primary School to Alberta, 

Canada! 

In the Autumn term, we have run a total of 10,043 

miles 

Which is an equivalent of running from  

St Francis Catholic Primary School to Adelaide, 

Australia! 

Well done to all who have been taking part. 

Theatre Group 

On Friday 30th November, children in 

Years R-6 had a lovely treat to kick 

start Advent.  We had a visit by the 

Artefact theatre group who performed ‘A Christmas 

Carol’. The children (and staff) enjoyed it & it was a 

lovely & important reminder to be less Scrooge-like! 



Year 1 & Year 2 Production—

’The Sleepy Shepherd’ 

Year 1 and Year 2 brought the 

message of Christmas to our 

school and their parents and 

families this week as they told the Christmas 

story through their production of ‘The Sleepy 

Shepherd’. We received such lovely feedback– 

thank you to all those who filled in evaluation 

forms– there was so many to choose from!  

“Excellent performance and well di-
rected...well done to all!” (Mrs Bennett)  

“We can see how our children develop their 
skills every year and how happy they are to 
have an opportunity to perform in front of 
their parents” (Mrs Pusztuk) 

“Well done to all. Always a great way to start 
Christmas.” (Mrs Hill) 

“Excellent! Brilliant traditional Christmas play! 
Very popular, total sell out! Bravo!” (Mr  

Carpenter) 

EYFS Production—’A Miracle in 

Town’ 

Nursery & Reception wowed a de-

lighted audience in their         

production of ‘A Miracle in Town’. It was amazing 

how the youngest members of our school family 

have grown in confidence over the past term. The 

children told the story of the Nativity beautiful 

and really kick started our Christmas              

celebrations here in school!. Thank you to all 

those who completed and returned evaluations– 

they were lovely to read!   

“Excellent performance, children’s confidence 
shone through. Credit to teachers, helpers, 
Deputy Head and Headteacher. Proud to be a 
Governor” (Cllr Lorna Rattigan) 

“What a lovely way to spend the morning. The 
start of Christmas. Well done to children and 
staff” (Jacob’s Grandparents) 

“Absolutely fantastic, the effort put in by all 
will leave lasting memories” (Georgie & Hallie’s 

Mum)  

Thank you to all staff involved in the  

preparations, rehearsals and performances! 

Alton Castle 

Y6 children were on        

Residential to Alton Castle 

on Wednesday 5th-7th     

December. They all had a 

fun-filled, jam packed couple of days taking 

part in a number of activities including night-

lines, cycling, climbing, archery and trekking! 

The children also attended Mass and took 

part in a number of workshops helping to   

prepare them for their Confirmation, as well 

as building their team work, confidence and 

self esteem. There were lots of photographs 

posted on Twitter during their time at Alton 

Castle. Thank you to Mr Turner, Mr Mulligan, 

Mrs Wright & Miss Stubbs who accompanied 

the children and to Mrs Cox who joined the 

children for Mass & the disco on Thursday 

evening. Also, special thanks to the Y6       

children for being a credit to our school and 

for a very enjoyable and memorable couple of 

days.  

“It was great fun to learn about Jesus in a        
different way” Christopher 

“I liked biking because we had to persevere and 
keep going even though it was really steep– I got 
very muddy!” Jake 

“The Alton Castle team were really nice and  
supportive, they encouraged us to try new 
things”   Ruby 

“I liked trekking and we got really muddy which 
was really funny. No-one got left behind because 
we worked together as a team” Caitlin 



PRAYER BAG PRAYER: written by  Julia Y5 

Dear God, 

I ask you to take care of the 
homeless people, who spend 

Christmas on their own in the 
cold. May you guide them to a 

place of happiness, warmth and 
love where they will be happier not only for        
Christmas, but for the rest of their lives. 

Amen. 

This Sunday, we enter into our third week of Advent. 

Sunday is known as ‘Gaudete Sunday’ – Gaudete means 

‘Rejoice’ in Latin, and rejoicing is the theme of much 

of the scripture that we hear in Mass. To mark this, 

our liturgical colour is pink rather than purple, and it 

is the pink candle that is lit on the Advent wreath. 

Pink– the colour of joy, of happiness. Our waiting is 

nearly over.  

Walk With Me Prayer for Advent  

God our loving Father, we come to you today.  

Be with us, hear us, guide us in all we do and say.  

You give us times and seasons, Your spirit makes us grow.  

In times of joy and sadness, we see your blessings flow.  

I place my life before you, in all my work and play.  

I’ll try to walk with Jesus, and in his friendship stay.  

Amen  

Finally… 

The Governors and all the Staff at 

St. Francis Catholic Primary School 

wish you and your family a very happy 

and holy Christmas and look forward 

to welcoming you back in the new 

year.  

Dates for your Diary 

 

Tuesday 18th December 2018: KS2 Carol Service in 

Church at 2pm– TICKET ENTRY ONLY limited tickets on 

sale from Friday 14th December from the school office.  

Wednesday 19th December 2018: Party day! Children 

invited to wear party clothes– please ensure they have 

suitable footwear! 

Thursday 20th December 2018: Christmas Fayre– 3:30

-5pm. 

Thursday 20th December 2018: Christmas Jumper Day

– either £1 donation or bring in a cake for the      

Christmas Fayre! 

Friday 21st December 2018: MUFTI DAY 

Whole School Mass in Church at 9:15am. 

Friday 21st December 2018: Break up for the Christ-

mas Holidays. School closes to pupils at 1:30pm. There 

will be no After School Club on this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 7th January 2019: INSET day. 

Tuesday 8th January 2019: Children return to school 

for the Spring Term. 

Tuesday 15th January 2019: 

Meeting for ALL Y5 parents at 6pm re: Alton Castle, 

Sex ed, Confirmation & SATs (letters to follow) 

Thursday 17th January 2019: 

Reconciliation meeting for ALL Y3 parents (letters to 

follow) 

Wednesday 23rd January 2019: Year 6  Confirmation 

at 7pm in Church. 

Monday 28th January-Friday 1st February 2019:    

Vocations Week (Friday 1st February is a dressing up 

day– details will follow) 

Tuesday 5th February 2019 

Internet Safety Day 

Thursday 14th February 2019 

Y5 & Y6 Parent and Children workshop– 1pm in school 

hall. (details to follow)  

Friday 15th February 2019 

1pm—Y3 Reconciliation 

Monday 18th February—Friday 22nd  February 2019 

Half term—School Closed 
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Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 KS2 Christmas Carol 

Service 2pm in 

Church– entry by 

ticket only 

Mufti day– party 

day 

Mufti day- please 

bring in either £1 or 

a cake for the 

Christmas Fayre 

 

Christmas Fayre 

starts at 3:30pm till 

5pm. 

Mufti day 

 

Whole School 

Mass at 9:15am in 

Church 

 

School closes at 

1:30pm 

There will be no 

After School Club 

on this day. 

Christmas Masses at St Francis of Assisi, Shelfield 

Monday 24th December Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

Tuesday 25th December Christmas Day Mass at 10am 

Wednesday 26th December Feast of St Stephen 

Mass of St Stephen at 11am 

Saturday 29th December Feast of the Holy Family 

Sunday 30th December Mass at 11am 

Tuesday 1st January Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

Saturday 5th January Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday 6th January Mass at 11am 

Saturday 12th January Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

Sunday 13th Mass at 11am 


